THE PRINCK 1.JECOMES BUDDHA.                     3!

" Thus they continue to move in the coil and can
find no escape from the hell of their own making. And
how empty are their pleasures, how vain are their en-
deavors ! Hollow like the plantain-tree and without
contents like the bubble.                                            4

"The world Is full of sin and sorrow, because It is
full of error. Men go astray because they think that
delusion is better than truth. Rather than truth they
follow error, which Is pleasant to look at in the begin-
ning but causes anxiety, tribulation, and misery." r*

And Bodhisattva began to expound the dliarma.
The dharnia Is the truth. The dharma Is the sacred
law. The dharma is religion, The dharma alone can
deliver us from error, sin, and sorrow.                       c

Pondering on the origin of birth and death, the
Enlightened One recognised that Ignorance was the
root of all evil; and these are the links in the develop-
ment of life, called the twelve nidanas :                      7

" In the beginning there Is existence blind and
without knowledge; and in this sea of Ignorance there
are appetences formative and organising. From appe-
tences, formative and organising, rises awareness or
feelings. Feelings beget organisms that live as indi-
vidual beings. These organisms develop the six fields,
that Is, the five senses and the mind. The six fields
come in contact with tilings. Contact begets sensa-
tion. Sensation creates the thirst of Individualised be-
ing. The thirst of being creates a cleaving to things.
The cleaving produces the growth and continuation of
selfhood. Selfhood continues in renewed births. The
renewed births of selfhood are the cause of suffering,
old age, sickness, and death. They produce lamenta-
tion, anxiety, and despair.                                          s

"The cause of all sorrow lies at the very beginning}